Table of Contents

i e T - e e

—

Foreword: The Six Days of Creation / Rabbi Doron Perez

Introduction
The 25" of Iyar/ June 4™
Chapter 1: Three Weeks of Fear & Trembling

Historic National Unity

Appendix: The Rabbi and the Poetess

Day One - The 26" of Iyar/June 5%

Chapter 2: Salvation from the Sky
The First Six Fateful Hours

Appendix A: Pilots” Personal Stories
Appendix B: Divine Providence

Chapter 3: A Stubborn Strip on the Mediterranean Coast
The Gates of Gaza

Chapter 4: A Decision of Destiny

Jordan Enters the War
Day Two - The 27" of Iyar/June 6"
Chapter 5: Back to the Biblical Land

The Hills of Samaria

Day Three - The 28" of Lyar/June 7*

Chapter 6 : “The Temple Mount is in our Hands!™
The Holy City Reunited
Appendix: Motta Gur, in His Own Words

Day Four - The 29" of Iyar/June 8"

Chapter 7: A City Surrenders to a Rabbi
Hebron and the Judean Hills

Day Five - The 1st of Sivan/June 9"
Chapter 8: Barefoot in the Desert

The Sinai Peninsula
Day Six - The 2nd of Sivan/June 10™

Chapter 9: Lofty Heights
The Golan and the End of the War

Afterword The 3th of Sivan June 11
Chapter 10: Afterword

XVI

(bS]

14

62

2

36
102

108

120

138

154

Appendix: Diaspora Jewry During and After the War 160

XVI

15

25
37
43
53
63

73

87
103

109

121

139

155
161

1;__1in

e s n—-.:\_""“x. il e
BT
Rian
TRI N"aY

- T77ian AU R 719
7710 YW nivaay awi7y nizjgya

TPY DY AT 1Y 370 :N9D)
12172 5 - TIRA 172 1WRTD o
pn7RY 1WRD O 3 7
mRWD 10 A7 Ay
TIRG-7M DIV 7Y D HEeR YR N90)
M7y ANAWDD T 13 NEY)
MY 710 WINY 23 7o
)T OY IRNYRD FT 719
Y1 6 - PRI 172 MWD Ot
1iRiwa MInY A 779
™A 7 - WRA N72Y nwiYwh oy
o7WIT 1Ny 21 779
T3 1137 70 1980 IR0 Nam
2173 8 - TRA VY W oih
11730 M NIy T e
A9 - 1oa 'RY "R nivn
M0 MINY N 719
'3 10 - 1Yo ‘aY "Wrnwn ova
17130 MNW 'Y 7719
'3 11 - Yea Y 13T R
- PN7ED OPD 1 779
mTiTy AMYDWDm 0N nyw npnn

ATV AR0YREL IR M NoU)



] TR . i
The Events Leading 1 an .
Up to the War qirlabdrDRSREY)

The 25" of Iyar | 1RA 13

Rg YT v ey
Baieblih Eatplveh ) w;:_z‘;‘ S

o T




Chapter 1
RO

Three Weeks of Fear and Trembling

Historic National Unity

(1 The Arab countries had refused to accept the State of
Israel’s existence ever since it was established in 1948.

(2} They continued to amass huge stocks of sophisticated

weaponry and imposed a political, economic and cultural

Egyptian masses cheer President Gamal Abdel Nasser after he called for the
destruction of Israel: “We musr take advantage of our strength. We are: 100 million
Arabs against 2 million Jews.”

2
?:d

n77ian nuynag
710 7Y Niviay nwitw niagya
ANRRE ¥R PRI NI Y AR Oy WUPw X7 20 nirTm ()
2930 Py Yw nimigy nineg TR 1970 87 17 (2).(1948) n"wna
7y Nispnan o) ST *?222 T 0 PR °2eD 127yam
MINWY PAINT” (27.5.1964) T7IWN3 DRIIY MIN? 1133 PN
WEDN 3 D7 D°27 7730 YL YRS YR, "puokD
Si1an o Pyon opin mw Anixg ) .0 HY nia nivy
11933 12 7170 R N TAYIY - WD Paien” - X WY
X7 71983 uNY M0 (1 .U T0ET 237 08 003 Jland
I st 31T K2 XY Nivn? PRI 0w Pyen oy myow
MNP DR (1) PERPPAT NNT 297 PN MR 1T
127 3pma () Jna v3pnn P 1% 3w Py niTad ninong
ma ,onow? [1ea nivipn mwn by bima byona omed bng

MINWI X? OXT°-NP) (7 2X7n o0 YInY) TP DY ULy

c
i
i
&

%

1
<
<

.
E

TN N3 | BT




boycott on Israel. (3) After the Palestinian Liberation
Organization (PLO) was established on May 27, 1964,

attacks on Israel increased. The PLO carried out numerous

terror attacks and acts of sabotage, leaving dozens of [sraelis
wounded and killed. (4} In the same year, Israel’s large water

enterprise — The National Carrier — was inaugurated. This

transported the waters of the River Jordan from the rain-
i blessed north to the dry and barren Negev in the south.
l “‘ (510ur northern neighbor, Syria, could not stand the Israeli

water system, even though it didn’t use more Jordan water

IE than allocated by international agreements. (s) They began
heavy shelling on the water facilities and the northern
communities. (7) At the same time, the Syrians began
' '. diverting the waters of the River Jordan to their territory,

with the aim of drying up the river and cutting off Israel’s

%’ water supply. (8 Israel did not sit back with its arms folded.
A 1 It responded with aerial bombings and ground action
against the Syrian diversion operation. (4) Thus, the northern
ﬂ. border began to heat up and became the setting for a never-
ending war — “The Water War”. (10) After many months
of increasing tension between Israel and Syria, Egypt, the
largest of the Arab nations, decided to come to the Syrians’
aid. (11) On Israel’s 19" Independence Day (May 15%,
1967), the Egyptian Army began moving into the Sinai
Peninsula. Tens of thousands of soldiers and hundreds of

tanks advanced towards the Egyptian-Isracli border. So
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began the “waiting period” characterized by great anxiety
and fear of the fateful war to come. (12 Ten years earlier,
in 1957, Israel had withdrawn from Sinai after Operation
Kadesh, in which the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) had
conquered the Sinai Peninsula. (13} The withdrawal occurred
after Egypt had promised the Peninsula would remain a
demilitarized zone and the Red Sea would remain open for
Israeli ships sailing to Eilat. (14) To ensure the agreement
was kept, a UN peacekeeping force was positioned in
Sinai and the Gaza Strip. (15} Now. 10 years later, under
the leadership of Gamal Abdel Nasser, Egypt decided to
break the agreement and breach its commitment. (16) They
expelled UN forces from Sinai and replaced them with
Egyptian divisions equipped with advanced weapons from
Russia and its satellite states. (171 Egypt also blocked the
Straits of Tiran, which they had promised to keep open for
Israeli ships sailing to and from Eilat. This provocation was
essentially a declaration of war on Israel. (13) In this way,
they detached Israel from Asian and African countries,
which had very important political and economic ties with
the Jewish State. (19 So Israel turned to other countries
— primarily the United States — who had given Israel an
international guarantee aimed to protect it in the event of
Egypt breaking its commitments. (20) But it quickly became
clear that the world was not going to take any action against

Egypt whatsoever. (21) All the promises were forgotten, all
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the agreements vanished and the little State of Israel, with
its two and a half million residents, remained all alone to
face the might of the Arab nations. (22) They had twice as
many soldiers as Israel, three times as many planes and
four times as many tanks. (2:) Once the Arabs saw the world
was not lifting a finger and had left Israel for dead, they
sensed the time had come to fulfill their age-old dream —
to wipe Israel off the world map. (24) Egypt, Syria, Jordan
and Iraq forged a military pact and the Jordanian Army was
placed under the command of an Egyptian officer. (25) Iraqi
and Egyptian forces began to advance into Jordan and the
Jordanian and Syrian forces began closing in on Israel’s
borders. (26} As the military stranglehold tightened, the
flames of anti-Israel sentiment were being fanned in the
Arab countries as their leaders openly renewed their calls
for Israel’s annihilation. (27) Here are two examples from the
Arab media: (2¢| From a Radio Cairo broadcast on the eve
of the war: “The President declares that our aim is to gain
control over Israel, and we have a plan to liberate Palestine.
Hah you Zionists! 100 million fighters will destroy you! Be
prepared, because 100 million Arabs will dig your graves
for you.” (23) From a Radio Damascus broadcast: “We
will overrun you, Zionists. There will be no peace, no
security and no freedom until we have thrown your gangs
into the sea.” (30) Israel did not remain idle. Immediately
after Independence Day — with the Egyptian Army entering

Sinai and spreading its soldiers along the Israeli border —
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Israel had begun recruiting its reserve forces. (31) The IDF
also began feverish preparations for an all-out war with the
Arab countries, preparations that continued for three weeks
until war broke out. (32] As the military threat loomed ever
closer, the growing sense of isolation and fear — along with
vivid memories of the Holocaust which ended just 22 years
earlier — sparked a strong desire among Israeli citizens to
unite and come together. Outside of Israel, observant and
non-observant Jews filled Synagogues around the world,
praying for Israel’s survival. (33 This desire forced the
leaders of the political parties — for the first time in the
country’s history — to form a National Unity Emergency
Government on June 1%, 1967. (31) The new government,
still led by Levi Eshkol, appointed Moshe Dayan — Chief
of Staff during Operation Kadesh — as Defense Minister.
(35) There was increasing support within the government for
a preemptive strike against Egypt, especially after realizing
there was no chance of the world coming to Israel’s aid.
(35) And on June 4", 1967, the National Unity Government
decided to initiate an attack to defend itself against the
advancing Egyptian army stationed in Sinai. (37} The
plan, codenamed “Nachshonim® (Courageous People),
was approved by the Government after all members of
the General Staft expressed their confidence in the IDF’s
ability to defeat their Arab foes. (38) The decision was

taken with a heavy heart, since the world — in no uncertain
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terms — had warned Israel not to go to war. (39) Even the
IDF commanders expressed their concerns at the high
price Israel was liable to pay in a war with the Arab world.
Several leaders expressed their concern that the war might
take a toll of between 20.000 and 100,000 lives. (40) Indeed,
Israel prepared cemeteries all over the country, ready to
accommodate the bodies of the many expected victims.
Parks were prepared, in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and other
cities, in case the cemeterics would have no space left.
(41) However, despite the fears, doubts and hesitations during
those three weeks, the people of Israel had no choice but to
g0 to war, to defend their country and their very existence.
(42) On June 5%, 1967, at 7:45 am, the “Sadin Adom” (Red
Sheer) command was issued and the IDF — after three weeks
of nerve-wracking waiting — marched out to crush Israel’s
enemies; those who had risen up to destroy us. (43) “Let us
cut them off from nationhood and the name of Israel will no
longer be remembered... who said, “We will inherit God's

pleasant dwelling places for ourselves’.” (Psalms 83:5,13)
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Appendix
The Rabbi and the Poetess

(1) On Independence Day 1967, at the very same time the
Egyptian Army was marching into Sinai, two events in
Jerusalem bore prophetic significance. (2) The first was a
festive celebration at the Merkaz HaRav Yeshiva, during
which the Head of the Yeshiva, Rabbi Zvi Yehuda HaCohen
Kook, spoke about the holiness of Independence Day and
the importance of the State 13) Suddenly, he raised his hand
and shouted, with great emotion: {4 “Where is our Hebron?
Have we forgotten her? And where is our Shechem? Have
we forgotten her? And our Jericho? Our eastern side
of the Jordan?"' (5] Hebron. Shechem and Jericho were
then in Arab hands, after being conquered in the War of
Independence by the Jordanian Legion and annexed to
Trans-Jordan. (¢/ Rabbi Zvi Yehuda continued, telling his
students not to concede even one inch of the Holy Land,
God’s inheritance, and particularly ancient Jerusalem,
the Holy City, which too was in foreign hands. (7) Three
weeks later, the Old City of Jerusalem was liberated, as
were Hebron, Shechem and Jericho. with dozens of Rabbi
Zvi Yehuda's students among the fighters. &) Rabbi Zvi
Yehuda himself had the honor of being the first civilian

to pray at the recaptured Western Wall. () His clarion call

I A speech referred to as “Psalm 19 for the State of Israel”.
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Rabbi Tzvi Yehuda HaCohen Kook




